
PALTOWN IMPACT

PA LTOW N  I N  A  N U TS H E L L

We are a small organization making a big difference. With 2 full-time and 2 part-
time staff and a budget of $280,000 in 2019, we served thousands of patients and 
carepartners, train dozens of community leaders, and are creating an urgently-needed 
new model for patient participation in clinical trials.  

O U R  P RO G R A M S

COLONTOWN

An online community for colorectal cancer patients and carepartners, serving 
5000 global citizens

Managed by over 90 volunteers, all patients and carepartners 

 Offers over 120 “neighborhoods” - groups focused on specifi c aspects of the 
patient and carepartner experiences - each led by a volunteer living that experience.

The neighborhoods of COLONTOWN create better outcomes, increased enrollment 
in clinical trials, and engaged patients who actively participate in their own care. 
PALTOWN plans to develop additional communities based on this “TOWN” model 
for other disease spaces.

EMPOWERING PATIENT LEADER WORKSHOPS™

Two-day training focused on community management, peer-to-peer disease 
education, and general leadership.

Graduates become Neighborhood Hosts, helping manage the community.

“ From what I learned at the EPL workshop, I have placed [new community 
members] in a clinical trial group pertinent to their mutation burden and type of 
disease. I have helped people advocate for genomic testing and helped them read 
their pathology reports. It takes a great deal of back and forth, communicating 
with people that are disoriented and confused by “cancer” terminology, but I am 
doing it and it is very rewarding for me!” ~ Elaine, EPL Workshop Graduate
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PALTOWN creates disease-specifi c communities providing safe, authentic spaces with access to high-quality 

information about treatment options, clinical trials, and all aspects of the patient experience. We train patients 

and carepartners to become community leaders and peer educators, enabling the community to grow sustainably.  

“ I truly believe one of the reasons 
I am still alive today is because 
of the knowledge I’ve received in 
COLONTOWN.” ~ Marie S.



PALTOWN.ORG
410.849.9660  ■ contact@paltown.org  ■ 969 Diggs Rd., Crownsville, MD, 21032  ■ A 501(C)3 Corporation

TOM’S PRIDE™: CLINICAL TRIAL NAVIGATORS

This new program, inspired by patient-scientist Dr. Tom Marsilje, who co-founded 
COLONTOWN’s clinical trials neighborhoods, trains patients and carepartners to 
educate community members about clinical trials as a treatment option and to guide 
patients in identifying and pursuing appropriate clinical trial options.

Clinical Trials Training Lead Steve Schwarze, a stage iv patient, 
Community Leader for Clinical Trials Neighborhoods, and a Professor 
of Communications at the University of Montana.

A B O U T  PA LTOW N

75% of our staff and all of our Community Leaders, Trials Navigators, and Neighborhood 
Hosts are patients, carepartners, or family members of patients. This is an outgrowth of 
our commitment to empower patients and carepartners.

We are supported by the community we serve, and by private donations, grants, and 
corporate sponsorships. 
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Thank You!

H OW  YO U  C A N  H E L P

Please visit us at paltown.org to learn more about the people and 
programs of PALTOWN. We hope you will join us in the important 
and profoundly rewarding work of the organization.

■ Private Donors

■ Community Fundraisers

■Grants and Sponsorships


